[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image1.png
FIRST DAY PESACH 1987
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Today is Pesach. Pesach is & holiday in which we all gather as
families on the first and second night and make a seder. At the
seder the children ask the & questions. They made a survey in
the United States about the observances of the Jewish
communities. They found that of all the Jewish religious
observances, it is the seder which most people observe, even more
than Yom Kippur. The Torah states in the portion that we read on
the first day of Pesach, "And G-d said to Moses and Aaron, ’Zos
Chukas HaPesach - This is the law of the Pesach.’” All apostate
Jews should not eat from it. Pesach here is referred to as a
Chok. That is a law which does not seem to be rational. There
are two different types of laws in Judaism: laws called
Mishpotim, which are the rational laws, the laws which concern
themselves with not stealing, not killing etc.; and the laus
which we would not come to by reason if they were not given to us
by the Torah, to keep kosher, to keep Yom Kippur, to keep Pesach.
This expression, though, "Zos Chukas HaPesach” is reminiscent of
another expression in the Torah, "Zos Chukas HaTorah®. In these
two instances "Zos Chukas" is used. It refers to Pesach and it
refers to a special ceremony called the "Poah Hadumah - Red
Heifer”. When a person became ritually unclean through contact
with the dead he was required to be sprinkled with the ashes of
the red heifer on the 3rd and 7th day before he could enter the
Temple. Generally, when you became ritually impure you would go
to the mikvah and that night you would be considered pure again.
Ritual impurity bhas nothing to do with morality. It has to do
with a psychological state of feeling depressed, of not having

the proper inner joy and hopes so you can serve 6-d, so that you
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can be filled with life is beautiful and wonderful and that you
can make a positive contribution. When it comes to death, we are
all depressed; we all become depressed. We all need to get out
of the psychological state. The rabbis tell us we cannot do it
unaided. That is why the rabbis tell us we must be sprinkled
with the ashes of the red heifer by somebody else on the 3rd and
7th day. When it comes to the other ugliness of the world, &
dead rodent, other ugliness in the world, we can, unaided, dive
into the mikvah and come out and be refreshed and ready to combat
that type of ugliness in the world. But whe it comes to death,
the death of family member, a friend, we need the help of others
in order to overcome the terrible depression, the terrible sense
of life’s uselessness which will overcome us. That is why
Judaism has instituted Shiva, Shloshim, coming to shul to say
kaddish for 11 months. This, of course, has allowed us to throw
off this depression which will inevitably overcome us. In order
for an individual to overcome death, the death of loved ones, he
needs the help of others, and that is what the Zos Chukas HaTorah

symbolizes.

What, though, does the expression mean "Zos Chukas HaPesach"?

The rabbis explains that this means this is the way we are to
overcome the death of the Jewish people. The Jewish people are
an eternal people because we have been able to overcome the death
of nations as other peoples have not been able to overcome the
death of other nations. How do we do this? The rabbis say we do
this by dialoguing between generations, by having the seder, by
raising our children to ask the same questions that we ask. It
is not so important that they give the same answers, but they

must be concerned about the same questions. They must be
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concerned about, how do I make this a better world, how do I end
hunger, how do I end poverty, how can I bring peace and harmony
in the world? These questions we implant in our children. We
all know that at the seder the children as 4 questions. Two of
the questions have to do with what we do at the seder, and two
have to do with how we do them at the seder. The first two
questions (Why on this night do we eat matzah? Why do we eat
bitter herbs?) and the final tuwo questions (Why do we dip twice?
Why do we recline?) which do not deal with what we do but how ue

do it.

This dichotomy teaches us about the two aspects we must inculcate
in our children if we are to survive. We know that the Jewish
people in Egypt had a seder even before the left Egypt. It is
true that they had to put the blood on the doors so the angel of
death would pass over, and the rabbis tell us that that blood was
not just the blood of the lamb which symbolized the Jewish
people’s rejection of all idolatry, they also had to put the
blood of circumcision, which symbolizes the positive commitment
to Judaism also on the door. These two bloods were mixed. We
notice these bloods were on the outside of the door. Yes, there
must be sacrifice if Judaism is to survive. People must
sacrifice "Dam", which in Hebrew can mean "blood”, “money”, and
“silence”. Sometimes we have to sacrifice Jewish blood in order
to survive, and sometimes we have to sacrifice money to survive,
and sometimes we have to be silent if we are to survive. We know
that someone talked too much about Ethiopian Jeuws and they were
not all saved. Sometimes we have to be silent. We cannot trumpet
our achievements, our personal heroism. Sometimes we have to be

silent. This is all true and necessary, but this is not enough to
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ensure Jewish survival. The Jews in Egypt, even before they left
Egypt, had a seder. They also ate matzah, sat down in family
groups, the children asked questions, because they were given the
secret of Jewish survival. The secret of Jewish survival has to
do with the willingness to sacrifice, with rejecting all the evil
things of the world, to reject idolatry, to be willing to stand
up as a proud Jew, which circumcision says. This is still not

enough to ensure Jewish survival.

In order to ensure Jewish survival we need to ask the 4
questions. Of course, the first question has to do with eating
matzah. The rabbis explain that matzah stands for mitzvahs. We
must be willing to do mitzvahs, be willing to lead committed
Jewish lives. The second question is, how come if we do
mitzvahs, how come if we have this special relationship with man
and G-d, how come we are still treated badly, how come the Jewish
life is bitter? That is a hard question to answer. This, of
course, requires that we make the distinction between outward
circumstances and inward circumstances. The Jew in Europe, even
though he was persecuted, knew inwardly he had a better life, a
more fulfilling and meaningful life because he observed the
mitzvahs, because he led the Jewish life. I am reminded of the
story they tell about a boy walking with his father on the road
and turns to his father and says, "I don’t want to go to Chaider
anymore. I don’t want to learn Torah anymore. I want to quit.”
At tnhat moment a big carriage came by pulled by 12 horses with a
footman in front, butler in back, driver on top. As the carriage
came by it splattered mud on the father and boy. The father said
to the boy and said, "If you don't learn Torah, do you know what

will happen to you? You will become just like that person in the
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carriage.” O0f course, that, to tnhe father, was a terrible thing
because he knew Judaism had so much inner joy and gave so much
happiness to a person even though outward circumstances may not
show it. That is why it is important not only to do mitzvahs but
houw we do mitzvahs. We must do mitzvahs in such a way to show
our children that it is good to be a Jew, to show how much
Judaism adds to our lives, that it is wonderful to be a Jew.
Unfortunately, there are many Jews who keep many mitzvahs, even
some shomer shabbos Jews, but they always give the idea that
Judaism is difficult and hard and they would prefer they were not
born a Jew, &nd they are always running down Judaism and Jews. I
Know many people who work very hard in our community for Jewish
causes, but they are always running down Judaism and Jews
Children pick it up. It is not only doing mitzvahs but how you
do mitzvahs. What is dipping twice? What does reclining mean?
It means you are a free man, that Judaism gives dignity to you,
that Judsism gives hope and joy. Unless we convey that to our
children then even doing mitzvahs will not all Judaism to
succeed. Yes, it is true that we have to put the blood on the
door. Yes, it is true that many Jews have stood up for Judaism,
but in the inner life they do not present a positive image of
Jewish life. Our heroes should not be politicians or
entertainers or big finaciers. They have no Jewish content to
their life. These type of heroes will not allow our people to
survive. The only thing which allow us to survive is, in
addition to the sacrifice sometimes of blood, money, having to be

silent, to realize that Judaism gives us a wonderful way of life.

That's why it also says here that we do not want an apostate Jew

at our seder. Usually, at all Jewish ceremonies we welcome all
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apostate Jews, but at Pesach we do not want them, because that is
not the model we want to present to our children of what is a
good Jew. These type of Jews will not assure Jewish survival
They will only assure the death of the Jewish people, the
conplete assimilation of the Jewish people. MWhat we want at our
seder 1s proud Jews who do mitzvahs, Jews who realize that
Judaism makes their life fuller and more meaningful and adds joy

and dignity to their life.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a woman who was
constantly badgering her neighbor that she and her husband should
go to Miami for vacation. Finally the neighbor convinced the
woman and the woman convinced her husband and they went to Miami
for vacation. Unfortunately, after two weeks the husband died of
a heart attack. They brought back his body. They were not very
observant and practiced viewing, which is, of course, against
Jewish law. The neighbor came to see the body and turned to her
friend and said, "Look at that tan. See, I told you Miami would
do him a world of good." Unfortunately, in America, too, we
judge Judaism by superficiality. We think if we have big
buildings and big organizations that Judaism will survive. No,
Judaism will not survive with just those things. They are nice
to have but they are only surface manifestations. What we need
to convey to our children is that Judaism adds to vour life, that
it is good to be a Jew, that Judaism adds dignity, joy, and
happiness to your life and allows you to lead & fuller life. If
we can do that then Judaism will always survive. May it do so.

Amen.




